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FIRST  CLASS 


ADMINISTRATOR'S  MESSAGE 

Historically,  Montana  suffers  a  major  disaster  every  three  years.  This 
year  turned  out  to  be  a  real  exception.  Coming  off  a  three  year  drought, 
Montana  received  heavy  rainfall  in  August  and  September  of  1985.  Record  low 
temperatures  in  November  of  1985  caused  the  ground  to  freeze.  In  February 
1986,  a  severe  winter  storm  deposited  three  to  four  feet  of  snow  in  the  North 
Central  part  of  the  State  with  temperatures  dropping  as  low  as  35  degrees 
below  zero.  A  rapid  rise  in  temperature  occurred  at  the  end  of  February 
resulting  in  a  very  fast  snow  melt.  As  a  result  of  the  flooding  in  the  North 
Central  part  of  the  State,  sixteen  counties  were  declared  under  a  Presidential 
declaration  for  Public  Assistance. 

In  September  1986,  heavy  rains  started  falling  again  in  North  Central 
Montana.  This  resulted  in  the  worst  flooding  this  part  of  the  State  had 
witnessed  in  thirty  years.  As  a  result,  six  counties  ended  up  with  a 
Presidential  declaration. 

The  flood  fight  that  the  Cities  of  Malta  and  Saco  conducted  was  outstand- 
ing. Until  the  storm  hit,  very  few  citizens  of  Walta  or  Saco  even  knew  what  a 
sandbag  looked  like,  let  alone  how  to  fill  one".  The  cities  mobilized  a  real 
fighting  force  in  short  order.  The  statistics  generated  were  impressive. 
Thousands  of  sandbags  were  filled,  miles  of  plastic  tarp  was  laid,  but  even 
more  impressive,  was  the  human  side  of  the  work. 

The  crews  worked  at  a  grueling  pace  for  days  and  nights  to  protect  the  two 
cities  from  the  rising  water.  Their  efforts  were  beyond  comprehension. 
Everything  seemed  to  fall  into  place  to  save  the  two  communities, 

I  look  forward  to  seeing  all  of  you  in  February  at  the  Governor's 
Conference.   May  all  of  you  enjoy  a  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year! 

-  George  M.  DeWolf- 

*************************************** 

CALENDAR  OF  COMING  EVENTS 

Jan     5   Legislature  meets  Helena 

8  District  #1  -  Haz.  Mat.  Mtg.       Missoula   Kim  Potter 

9  District  #1  Coordinator's         Missoula   Kim  Potter 

Meeting 
10   1st  Qtr.  Report  Due  to  Dist.  Reps. 

22  District  #4  Coordinator's         Miles  City  Elaine  Wittkopp 

Meeting 

23  HICA/MYDP  Due  in  to  State  Office  Jan  Henry 
Feb  10-13   Fundamentals  Course  for  Rad.       Bismarck   Dan  Lieberg 

Officers 
18   Governor's  Conference  Helena    Chris  Christensen 

19-20   Emergency  Mgmt.  Workshop  Helena    Chris  Christensen 

Mar     5   Northern  Region  Coordination  Bill  Thomas 

Group  Meeting 
23-27   Disaster  Recovery  Operations       Helena    Kate  Selby 
Course 
Apr    10   2nd  Qtr.  Report  Due  to  Dist  Reps.  * 

15   Legislature  Due  to  Adjourn 


GOVERNOR'S  CONFERENCE 

The  1987  Governor's  Conference  on 
Disaster  Preparedness  marks  the  20th 
year  for  this  highly  successful  con- 
ference. This  year's  conference  will 
be  in  Helena  on  Wednesday,  February 
18.  The  Governor  has  sent  letters  to 
mayors  and  commissioners  inviting  them 
to  the  conference. 
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A  panel  presentation,  followed  by  a 
question  and  answer  period  will  high- 
light the  afternoon  session.  The  noon 
luncheon,  evening  banquet  and  dance 
will  all  be  held  at  the  Colonial  Inn. 

The  conference  registration  begins 
Tuesday  afternoon.  A  wine  and  cheese 
social  gathering  will  be  held  Tuesday 
evening. 

An  Emergency  Management  Workshop  for 
DES  coordinators  will  follow  the 
Governor's  Conference  on  February  19 
and  20.  The  workshop  will  also  be  at 
the  Colonial  Inn. 

This  year's  conference  promises  to 
be  very  good  -  plan  to  attend. 

-  Chris  Christensen  - 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

QUARTERLY  REPORTS 

Just  a  reminder  that  the  first 
Quarterly  Reports  are  due  January  10th 
in  your  District  Representatives 
office.  Make  sure  you  date  and  sign 
the  report.  The  back  of  the  form  is 
set  up  for  your  comments  and  to  ex- 


plain your  report.  Any  delays  in 
scheduled  activities  can  be  addressed 
or  explained  on  the  back  of  the 
report  form.  Take  credit  and  report 
on  your  many  activities  and 
accompl ishments. 

Remember  Quarterly  Reports  are 
required  before  EMA  reimbursement  can 
be  made  to  the  counties. 

-  Chris  Christensen- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

DISASTER  APPLICATION  CENTERS 

During  the  recent  flooding  several 
county  DES  coordinators  learned  first 
hand  what  is  involved  in  hosting  a 
Disaster  Application  Center  (DAC). 
Here  are  some  tips  on  how  you  might 
facilitate  DAC  operations  should  the 
need  arise  in  your  county. 

When  it  has  been  determined  that  a 
DAC  will  be  set  up  in  your  county, 
you  will  be  requested  to  locate  a 
facility  large  enough  to  hold 
approximately  20  tables  and  100 
chairs.  A  telephone  should  be 
located  either  in  the  room  or  be 
easily  accessible  from  the  room.  A 
public  information  officer  may  con- 
tact you  to  ask  which  media  sources 
would  be  most  effective  in  informing 
people  about  the  DAC  operation.  The 
information  you  can  provide  may  be 
critical  since  many  victims  may  be 
isolated  from  most  information 
sources. 
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While  the  DAC  is  operating  in  your 
county  it  is  important  that  you  or 
someone  appointed  by  you  be  available 
for  unlocking  the  facility  in  the 
morning  and  locking  up  at  night. 

These  few  tasks  will  help  insure  a 
smooth  operating  Disaster  Application 
Center  which  in  turn  can  be  more 
effective  in  serving  disaster  victims 
in  your  county. 

-Shannon  Heath- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

RADIOLOGICAL  DEFENSE  (RADEF) 

The  State  RADEF  section  is  working 
District  IV  during  Fiscal  Year  1987. 
During  the  week  of  January  12-17,  we 
will  be  working  in  Custer,  Prairie  and 
Wibaux  Counties. 
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1.     Transportation  of  radioactive 
materials. 


2.  Radionuclides  in  medical  facili- 
ties. 

3.  Nondestructive  testing  (industri- 
al radiography). 

4.  Radionuclides  in  research  facili- 
ties. 

5.  Transportation  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons. 

With  the  potential  hazard  present, 
it  is  important  that  our  first  re- 
sponders  be  aware  of  the  radiation 
hazard,  and  be  properly  trained  to 
recognize  and  react  correctly  should 
an  incident  occur.  The  following 
protection  principles  apply  to 
hazardous  materials  response  situ- 
ations, and  especially  when  radio- 
active materials  are  present.  When 
required  to  respond  to  any  hazmat 
incident,  the  emergency  responder 
should: 

1.  Spend  as  little  time  as  possible 
in  the  immediate  danger  area  (TIME). 

2.  Stay  as  far  away  from  the  danger 
as  possible  (DISTANCE). 

3.  Wear  protective  clothing  and  stay 
behind  barriers  when  possible 
(SHIELDING). 

4.  Keep  the  amount  of  hazardous 
material  in  the  work  area  contained, 
isolated,  limited,  etc.  (QUANTITY). 

If  you  need  assistance  regarding 
radiological  instruments,  or  train- 
ing, please  contact  your  State  DES 
Office  at  444-6911. 

-  Scott  Smith- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

NUCLEAR  POWER  PLANTS 
HAZARD  IN  MONTANA? 

Some  concern  has  been  expressed 
that  nuclear  power  plants  were  not 
mentioned,  in  the  last  newsletter,  as 
a  hazard  to  be  covered  in  the  revised 
Hazard/Vulnerability  Analysis  for  the 
State  of  Montana.  Although  there  are 


no  such  facilities  in  Montana,  the 
Chernobyl  incident  has  made  us  all  too 
aware  that  a  nuclear  power  plant 
accident  in  a  neighboring  state  would 
create  a  potential  if  not  probable 
hazard  for  Montana. 

Rest  assured  that  this  hazard  was 
not  overlooked  in  the  original  out- 
lining of  topics  to  be  included  in  the 
revised  analysis.  It  will  be  discus- 
sed under  the  heading  "Hazardous  Mat- 
erials Accidents."  Any  further  com- 
ments or  suggestions  on  the  Hazard  and 
Vulnerability  Analysis  are  welcomed. 

-  Shannon  Heath- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

WHAT  CONSTITUTES  A  GOOD  NATURAL 
HAZARD  SHELTER? 

Beyond  the  structural  vulnerability 
for  earthquake,  high  wind  and  tornado, 
the  following  considerations  should  be 
made  in  the  selection  of  a  natural 
hazard  shelter: 

1)  Select  a  building  with  the  largest 
open  area  that  can  be  adequately  heat- 
ed. 

(a)  High  school  gym,  auditorium, 
music  room. 

(b)  Civic  center,  lodge  hall  or 
church  meeting  room. 

2)  The  building  should  have  a  lunch 
room,  cafeteria,  or  school  Home  Ec. 
room. 

(a)  Church  with  cooking  and  din- 
ing facilities. 

(b)  Senior  Center. 

3)  Bathing  and  locker  room  facili- 
ties. 

(a)  High  school  athletics. 

(b)  Health  club. 

(c)  Dormitory  in  off  season. 

4)  Other  considerations: 

(a)  Main  floor  with  handicapped 
access. 


(b)  Good  lighting. 

(c)  Minimum  of  hazards  such  as 
stair  wells,  abrupt  drops  without 
adequate  guard  rails,  ability  to 
maintain  good  security  for  shelterees 
and  premises,  durable  materials  for 
floors,  walls  and  ceilings,  and 
adequate  ventilation. 

(d)  All  services  need  not  all  be 
in  the  same  building,  if  the  added 
needs  can  be  handled  close  by. 

(e)  Locate  near  main  arterial 
streets  and/or  highways. 

(f)  Good  telephone  communication 
is  desireable. 

(g)  Do  not  overlook  mobile  mass 
feeding  equipment  if  it  is  available. 

(h)  Do  not  use  for  long  term 
care. 

Travel  funds  to  survey  in  the 
following  counties  may  be  non- 
existent for  this  year:  Hill, 
Blaine,  McCone  and  Big  Horn.  Funds 
to  complete  Yellowstone  and  Park 
Counties  should  be  adequate. 

-  Don  Sinnott- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

SUPERFUND  AND  EMERGENCY  MANAGEMENT 

On  October  17,  1986,  the  President 
signed  into  law  the  Superfund  Amend- 
ments and  Reauthorization  Act  of  1986 
("SARA")  which  revises  and  extends 
the  authorities  established  under  the 
Comprehensive  Environmental  Response, 
Compensation  and  Liability  Act  of 
1980  ("CERCLA").  Commonly  known  as 
"Superfund."  CERCLA  provides  au- 
thority for  federal  cleanup  of  aban- 
doned toxic  waste  sites  and  response 
to  release  of  hazardous  substances. 
Title  3  of  SARA  establishes  new  au- 
thorities for  emergency  planning  and 
preparedness,  community  right-to-know 
reporting,  and  toxic  chemical  release 
reporting. 

Title  3  of  SARA,  also  known  as  the 
"Emergency   Planning  and  Community 


Right-to-Know  Act  of  1986,"  is  in- 
tended to  encourage  and  support  emer- 
gency planning  efforts  at  the  state 
and  local  level  and  provide  residents 
and  local  governments  with  inform- 
ation concerning  potential  chemical 
hazards  present  in  their  communities. 
The  communities  that  will  be  affected 
by  this  law  will  be  those  jurisdic- 
tions which  have  facil ities  that 
produce,  use,  or  store  extremely 
hazardous  substance. 

What  is  considered  an  extremely  haz- 
ardous substance,  according  to  this 
Act?  If  you  local  coordinators  still 
have  the  blue-covered  book  entitled 
"Chemical  Emergency  Preparedness  Pro- 
gram" the  list  can  be  found  in  appen- 
dix A.  (This  publication  was  dis- 
tributed during  the  workshop  at  Fair- 
mont Hot  Springs  last  February. 
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Title  3  prescribes  several  require- 
ments with  respect  to  emergency  plan- 
ning for  state  and  localities.  First, 
the  governor  of  each  state  is  to  ap- 
point, by  April  17,  1987,  a  State 
Emergency  Response  Commission  or 
designate  a  state  agency  to  have  the 
responsibil ity. 


that  are  identified  in  Section  303  of 
this  Title. 

As  of  December  12th,  the  State 
Emergency  Response  Commission  had  not 
been  appointed  by  the  Governor.  We 
will  have  more  information  on  how 
this  "Title"  will  affect  us  at  the 
Governor's  Conference. 

-  Dan  Lieberg  - 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

DOT  EMERGENCY  RESPONSE 
GUIDEBOOK  UPDATE 

Sometime  in  the  Spring  of  this  year 
the  updated  version  of  the  Department 
of  Transportation's  "Emergency  Re- 
sponse Guidebook"  will  be  ready  for 
distribution. 

There  are  a  few  administrative 
notes  concerning  this  version  of  the 
book  that  I  would  like  to  mention: 

1.  There  is  a  limiied  supply  of 
these  books,  so  DOT's  policy  states 
that  these  books  should  be  placed  in 
emergency  response  vehicles,  dispatch 
centers,  emergency  rooms,  etc.,  and 
not  given  to  every  fireman,  police- 
man, dispatcher,  etc. 
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The  State  Emergency  Response  Commis- 
sion will  be  responsible  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  emergency  planning  dis- 
tricts and  local  emergency  planning 
committees.  The  local  emergency  plan- 
ning committees  will  have  the  initial 
responsibility  for  establishing  the 
community  emergency  response   plans 


3.  I  think  I  have  initially  ordered 
enough  of  the  books  to  fill  every 
response  vehicle  in  the  State;  plus 
some  extras  for  dispatch  centers, 
hospitals,  training,  emergency 
managers,  etc. 


4.  When  we  receive  the  bulk  ship- 
ment we  will  allocate  a  supply  to  our 
District  Representatives,  who  in  turn 
will  make  distribution  to  the  local 
point  of  contact.  Let  your  District 
Representative  know  how  many  copies 
you  furnish  to  each  emergency  re- 
sponse organization.  This  will  help 
us  with  future  orders  and  printing  of 
information  pertaining  to  additions  or 
changes  in  the  guide. 

5.  Additional  copies  may  be  request- 
ed through  your  District  Representa- 
tive. 

6.  The  State  DES  Office  will  make 
arrangements  to  distribute  the  guide- 
books to  State  agencies  (i.e.,  High- 
way Dept.  Maintenance  and  Highway 
Patrol). 

-  Dan  Lieberg  - 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

A  WORTHY  NEW  YEAR'S  RESOLUTION 

It's  that  time  of  year  again,  time 
to  make  New  Year's  resolutions.  What 
will  it  be  this  year?  Lose  weight? 
That  one's  not  only  boring,  but  de- 
finitely overused.  Quit  smoking? 
Good  Luck,  that's  a  tough  one!  How 
about  resolving  to  do  something  that 
is  achievable.  How  about  updating 
your  county  Emergency  Operations  Plan? 
"Oh  brother,"  you  say,  "planning, 
planning,  planning,  that's  all  I  ever 
hear!  What's  wrong  with  the  plan  I 
have?"  Well,  nothing  is  wrong  with  it 
if: 

-  it  reflects  current  daily  oper- 
ations and  explains  how  they  would  be 
implemented  in  emergency  situations. 

-  the  same  hazards  addressed  in  the 
plan  exist  in  the  county  today ;  no  new 
hazards  have  been  introduced,  no  old 
hazards  have  been  eliminated. 

-  personnel,  their  respective  respon- 
sibilities, and  phone  numbers  have  not 
changed. 


-  all  pertinent  public  and  private 
sector  organizations  present  in  the 
county  today  are  represented  in  the 
plan. 

-  the  media  and  public  have  a  place 
in  your  plan  -  information  is  the 
name  of  the  game. 

-  current  emergency  response 
equipment  has  been  incorporated  into 
response  activities  outlined  in  the 
plan  and  users  are  aware  of  their 
responsibilities  (i.e.,  updated 
communications  capabilities). 
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Maybe  nothing  is  wrong  with  the 
plan  you  have;  reviewing  it  will 
confirm  this  and  reaffirm  emergency 
responsibilities.  And,  don't  forget, 
even  a  good  plan  can  be  improved. 

"So,"  you  say,  "Why  does  all  this 
have  to  be  written  down?"  Well, 
other  than  the  time-worn  reasons 
you've  heard  (community  involvement, 
emergency  preparedness),  there  is 
some  logical  basis  for  recording  the 
information. 

-  A  written  document,  approved  and 
signed  by  all  those  involved  in 
carrying  out  the  outlined  functions, 
insures  that  those  individuals 
clearly  understand  their  responsi- 
bilities. It  insures  that  emergency 
managers  in  your  county  are  working 
together  toward  a  common  goal . 
Nothing  is  left  to  individual 
interpretation  as  it  might  be  if  the 
plan  was  not  in  written  form. 

-  Sitting  down  and  writing  a  plan 
forces  you  to  think  about  how 
operations  really  work  in  your 
county.   This  focused  concentration 


may  spark  new  ideas  for  improvement  or 
reveal  deficiencies  that  might  not 
otherwise  surface  until  an  emergency 
situation  presents  itself. 

-  A  current  written  plan  clearly  de- 
monstrates to  elected  officials  that 
their  county  is  prepared  to  respond  in 
the  event  of  a  disaster. 

-  Lastly,  should  you  for  any  reason 
decide  to  give  up  your  position  as  DES 
coordinator,  a  written  plan  would 
facilitate  the  transfer  of  your  duties 
to  your  successor.  The  new 
coordinator  would  have  a  ready 
reference  to  the  emergency  operations 
of  your  county. 

Now,  about  that  New  Year's 
resolution...  you  are  the  only  person 
in  your  county  who  can  make  it  and  a 
lot  of  people  are  depending  on  you  to 
do  so.  Happy  New  Year! 

-  Shannon  Heath  - 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

HICA/MYDP 

By  now,  each  DES  coordinator  in  the 
State  should  have  received  this  year's 
HICA/MYDP  Update  Report.  If  not,  this 
office  should  be  notified  immediately! 
Conversations  with  several  coordina- 
tors indicate  that  the  instructions 
and  documents  are  easier  to  understand 
and  to  complete  than  previous 
versions. 


INTERSTATE  MUTUAL  AID  AGREEMENTS 
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On  November  13,  1986,  Governor  John 
v.  Evans  of  Idaho  signed  a  similar 
agreement  and  transmitted  it  to 
Governor  Schwinden  for  his  signature. 
This  office  does  not  anticipate  any 
barriers  to  the  Governor's  signature, 
since  the  document  signed  by  Idaho  is 
a  carbon  copy  of  the  one  entered  into 
by  Montana  and  Washington.  By  the 
time  this  newsletter  reaches  you,  it 
should  have  been  signed  by  both 
governors. 

Since  the  procedure  for  submission 
and  review  by  Congress  has  already 
been  successfully  tested,  it  would 
seem  to  be  just  a  matter  of  time 
before  Montana  will  officially  enter 
into  an  Interstate  Mutual  Aid 
Agreement  with  the  State  of  Idaho. 

-  Jan  Henry- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

NEW  FREQUENCY  COORDINATION 
PROCEDURES 


Coordinators  should  try  to  get  their 
reports  into  the  State  Office  by 
January  23,  1987,  so  they  can  be  re- 
viewed for  completeness.  This  still 
allows  time  for  corrections  or  changes 
to  be  made  before  the  State  submits 
them  to  FEMA's  National  Office. 

-  Jan  Henry  - 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 


On  October  22,  1986,  new  Federal 
Communications  Commission  (FCC)  rules 
governing  the  licensing  of  radio  com- 
munications stations  went  into  ef- 
fect. There  are  substantial  changes 
in: 

0    Assignment  of  coordination  re- 
sponsibil ities. 


0  Establishment  of  a  single  national 
point  of  contact  for  each  coordinat- 
ing organization. 

0  Coordination  procedures. 

0  Coordination  service  fees. 
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APCO  has  established  its  national 
office  as  the  single  point  of  contact. 
The  address  is: 

Associated  Public-Safety 
Communications  Officers  Inc. 
Frequency  Coordination  Department 
P.O.  Box  280 

New  Smyrna  Beach,  Florida  32070 
Telephone:  904-423-3629 

Frequency  coordination  procedures 
have  changed  in  that  the  local  co- 
ordinators can  no  longer  accept  re- 
quests for  frequency  coordination  from 
the  applicant.  All  requests  together 
with  the  FCC  license  application  form 
574,  must  be  sent  to  the  APCO  national 
office.  The  frequency  coordination 
request  and  the  license  application 
form  are  screened  for  completeness  and 
accuracy.  The  coordination  request  is 
entered  into  a  computerized  national 
data  base.  The  request  is  then  pro- 
cessed by  the  local  coordinator.  Each 


coordinator  has  a  remote  computer 
terminal  with  which  the  national  data 
base  can  be  accessed.  After  the 
frequency  coordination  has  been 
completed,  the  entire  license 
application  is  forwarded  to  the 
Federal  Communications  Commission. 

The  FCC  allows  the  coordinating 
organizations  to  charge  a  fee  to 
recover  the  costs  of  providing 
frequency  coordination  services. 
APCO  has  established  a  fee  of  $75.00 
per  frequency  per  site.  If  an 
applicant  requests  coordination  of 
two  frequencies  at  two  sites,  the 
charge  for  frequency  coordination 
would  be  $300.00.  The  fee  schedule 
will  be  evaluated  annually  and  ad- 
justed to  reflect  the  actual  cost  of 
providing  the  coordination  service. 

The  fact  that  a  national  point  of 
contact  has  been  established  does  not 
mean  that  contact  between  applicant 
and  local  coordinators  has  been  cut 
off.  Applicants  are  encouraged  to 
establish  informal  contact  with  the 
local  APCO  coordinator  before  a 
formal  application  is  submitted  to 
the  National  APCO  office. 

The  Montana  Frequency  Advisory 
Committee  (MFAC),  chaired  by  the  APCO 
Frequency  Coordinator,  agreed  at 
their  December  meeting  to  accept 
draft  frequency  coordination  requests 
for  informal  review  and  comment. 
Their  address  is: 

MFAC 

Capitol  Station 

P.O.  Box  225 

Helena,  MT  59620 

Telephone:  406-444-2586 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  need 
more  information  on  the  new  frequency 
coordination  procedures,  give  me  a 
call. 

-  Homer  Young- 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 


CONINGS  AND  GOINGS 

In  the  last  4  months  there  have  been 
several  resignations:  Reba  Falk, 
Ravalli  County;  Ernie  Sanks,  Sanders 
County;  and,  Charles  Comp,  Meagher 
County.  We  wish  them  well  in  their 
future  endeavors. 

It  is  always  difficult  to  say 
goodbye  to  a  long  time  friend  and  this 
is  no  exception.  Gil  Wethern, 
Chouteau  County,  has  decided  to 
retire.  We  hope  you  enjoy  the  new 
found  free  time  Gil!  Don't  be  a 
stranger. 

We  would  like  to  welcome  three  new 
DES  coordinators: 

-  Tom  Woodward  in  Sanders  County. 
Tom  is  also  County  Sanitarian. 

-  Chuck  Davis  in  Ravalli  County. 
Chuck  is  a  free-lance  writer,  SAR 
member  and  has  headed  the  County 
Disaster  Planning  Committee. 

-  Linda  Williams  in  Chouteau  County. 
Linda  is  on  the  State  911  committee, 
is  an  EMS  instructor  and  is  the  County 
Extension  Agent. 

You  will  be  hearing  a  familiar  voice 
and  seeing  a  familiar  face  at  the 
State  Office.  Gail  Dreher  will  be 
back  at  work  by  the  time  this  reaches 
your  mailbox.  Welcome  Back,  Gail! 

On  other  State  positions:  Jim 
Anderson  has  been  appointed  to  the 
District  III  Representative  job  and 
Linda  Cottrill  is  the  new 
receptionist. 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

KEEPING  YOU  POSTED 

DES  coordinators  who  plan  to  attend 
or  send  individuals  from  their  juris- 
dictions   to   upcoming    emergency 


management  courses,  read  on  for  a 
training  update! 

Basic  Skills  in  Effective 
Communications/Rapid  City  1/13-15/87 
-  one  slot  left. 

Radiological  Response  Team 
Course/Grand  Forks  1/6-9/87  -  one 
slot  left. 

Leadership  and  Influence/Bismarck 
2/24-27/87  -  three  slots  available. 

Emergency  Planning  Course/Bismarck 
1/26-30/87  -  three  slots  available. 

Emergency  Planning  course/Rapid  City 
3/2-5/87  -  three  slots  available. 

Intro,  to  Emergency  Management/Great 
Falls  4/27-5/1/87  -  still  room. 

Exercise  Design/Billings  5/12-14/87- 
still  room. 

A  word  of  warning  concerning  the 
last  two  activities;  they  reach  full 
capacity  very  quickly.  Take  the 
opportunity  to  send  a  team  from  your 
community  to  one  or  both  of  these 
courses. 

The  majority  of  emergency 
management  training  is  programmed 
between  January  and  April.  Those 
individuals  whose  schedules  do  not 
permit  them  to  attend  2nd  and  3rd 
quarter  courses  or  do  not  submit 
applications  in  time  will,  in  most 
cases,  have  to  wait  until  next  year. 
Call  the  State  Office  or  your 
District  Representative  if  you  are 
short  on  application  forms  (75-5). 

-  Kate  Selby  - 
+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

I EMC  -  RESPONSE 

Montana  has  the  opportunity  to  send 
one  individual  to  the  lEMC  -  Response 
Course,  April  6-10,  1987. 


The  applicant  must  be  a  public  works 
director  who  is  recommended  by  the 
local  DES  coordinator. 

For  more  information,  contact  Kate 
Selby,  Exercise  Training  Officer  at 
(406)  444-6911. 

+  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  +  + 

PRACTICING  WHAT  WE  PREACH 

In  an  effort  to  initiate  an  ongoing 
State  Exercise  Program,  the  Montana 
Disaster  and  Emergency  Services  Divi- 
sion has  coordinated  a  State  Exercise 
Design  Team. 

The  team  consists  of  representa- 
tives from  eleven  (11)  departments 
within  State  government.  These  in- 
dividuals and  the  departments  they 
represent  are  enthusiastic  and  highly 
motivated  toward  improving  state- 
level  coordination. 

Team  members  have  met  on  several 
occasions,  in  preparation  for  the 
functional  exercise  planned  for 
September  of  1987. 

-  Kate   Selby- 
******************* 

DISTRICT  I  HIGHLIGHTS 
Hazardous  Materials  Incidents: 

-  Troy  (Lincoln  Co.,  Mick  Mills,  DES 
Coordinator).  On  August  20,  a  Burl- 
ington Northern  freight  train  derail- 
ed carrying  ether  and  acetic  acid, 
forcing  evacuation  of  half  the  town 
for  two  hours.  Three  persons  were 
treated  and  released. 

-  Garrison  (Powell  Co.,  Earl  Wahl , 
Coordinator).  On  August  23,  a  Burl- 
ington Northern  train  spilled  hydro- 
chloric acid  beneath  a  freeway  over- 
pass. Acid  was  neutralized  with  1500 
pounds  of  lime. 


-  Butte  (Butte-Silver  Bow,  Wilma 
Puich,  DES  Coordinator).  On  November 
11,  a  Union  Pacific  tank  car  leaked 
caustic  soda  which  was  contained 
using  waste  baskets  and  sandbags. 

-  Sanders  Co.  (Tom  Woodward,  DES 
Coordinator).  A  leak  in  the  Yellow- 
stone Pipeline  near  Perma  on  the 
Flathead  Reservation  resulted  in  the 
loss  of  thousands  of  gallons  of 
product.  Prior  to  the  time  the  leak 
was  accidentally  discovered  by  a 
passing  BN  train,  the  pipe  had 
carried  jet  fuel,  leaded  and  unleaded 
gasoline  and  various  grades  of  diesel 
fuel. 
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In  each  of  these  incidents,  local 
DES  coordinators  were  .  involved  and 
submitted  reports.  Local  DES  in- 
volvement included  warning,  noti- 
fication, monitoring  of  cleanup  etc., 
and  almost  certainly  prevented  the 
situations  from  becoming  more  serious 
and  costly. 

Activities  of  the  Montana  DES 
Coordinators  Association  (District  1) 
have  included  sponsorship  of  a  mutual 
aid  agreement  (signed  by  several 
counties),  initiation  of  a  speakers 
bureau  to  promote  awareness  of  DES, 
and  organization  of  a  district-wide 
meeting  of  first  responders  to 
hazardous  materials  incidents  to 
share  information  regarding  resources 
and  response  capabilities. 
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Several  District  I  counties  have  had 
exercises.  Scenarios  have  ranged  from 
a  school  boiler  explosion  (Granite 
Co.,  Carl  McCallum,  DES),  to  a  nuclear 
fallout  situation  (Missoula  Co.,  Orin 
Olsgaard,  DES)  to  a  prison  escape 
(Powell  Co.,  Earl  Wahl ,  DES).  There 
is  absolutely  no  substitute  for  an 
exercise  as  a  way  to  prepare. 

Virtually  every  county  has  made 
significant  progress  in  revising  or 
rewriting  disaster  plans. 

State/county  contact  has  been  sig- 
nificantly reduced  due  to  elimination 
of  EMA  travel  funds  and  reduction  of 
telephone  funds. 

A  new  addition  to  the  Powell  County 
Memorial  Hospital  in  Deer  Lodge  in- 
cludes modifications  specifically  de- 
signed to  facilitate  personnel  decon- 
tamination in  the  event  of  a  hazard- 
ous materials  incident. 

Finally,  a  quote  from  The  Only  In- 
vestment Guide  You'll  Ever  Need  by 

Andrew  Tobias: 

"This  idea  of  a  disaster  hoard,  by 
the  way  is  not  such  a  foolish  one. 
Nor  is  it  "gloom  and  doom."  Dis- 
asters do  occur  —  floods,  earth- 
quakes, power  outages,  blizzards, 
civil  disorder  ...  and  it  does  make 
sense  for  every  household  to 
accumulate  —  now,  when  there's  no 
need  to,  at  sale  prices  —  enough 
nonperishables  to  last  a  while.  A 
gallon  of  peanut  butter.  A  case  of 
tuna.  A  case  of  canned  fruit. 
Several  gallons  of  water  and  juices. 
Such  a  modest  stockpiling  protects  not 
just  individuals,  but  would  seem  to  be 
in  the  social  interest  as  well  (unlike 
hoarding  gold,  which  is  anti-social). 
Just  as  the  nation  is  stronger  if 
there  are  strategic  stockpiles,  so  is 
the  social  fabric  a  little  less 
susceptible  to  disruption  or  panic  if 


everyone  has  an   added   layer  of 

security."        -  Bill  Thomas  - 
****************** 

DISTRICT  II  HIGHLIGHTS 
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We  also  note  with  some  sadness  the 
retirement  of  Gil  Wethern  (Chouteau). 
Gil  has  decided  that  25  or  so  years 
is  enough  and  he  finds  that  he  is 
unable  to  resist  the  thoughts  of  that 
hugh  retirement  check  coming  in  each 
month  so  he  has  taken  down  his 
shingle.  We  look  forward  to  seeing 
Gil  and  his  lovely  wife  at  the 
Governor's  Conference.  Before  Gil 
left  he  was  instrumental  in  the 
selection  of  his  successor,  Linda 
Williams.  Linda  comes  to  the 
position  with  extensive  knowledge  and 
skills  which  will  serve  to  enhance 
the  DES  program.  Some  of  you  know 
Linda  from  her  work  in  EMS,  on  911, 
county  extension  work  and  DES 
training.  And,  no  offense  Gil,  she 
is  better  looking. 
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******************* 
DISTRICT  III  HIGHLIGHTS 

Jim  Anderson  accepted  the  District 
III  Representatives  position  in 
October.  Travel  funds  have  been  re- 
stricted, so  he  has  not  been  able  to 
visit  his  counties,  but  after  the 
first  of  the  year,  he  will  be  out  to 
visit  with  you. 

Jim  would  like  to  plan  his  visits  to 
the  counties  when  the  commissioners 
are  in  session.  He  would  like  to 
visit  with  them  and  the  local  coordi- 
nator to  discuss  emergency  prepared- 
ness. 

Jim  attended  the  District  III  Co- 
ordinators meeting  in  Billings  in 
October.  The  major  discussion 
involved  mutual  aid  agreements.  The 
District  III  Coordinators  in  attend- 
ance opted  for  Jim  Kraft's  version  of 
a  mutual  aid  agreement  with  contiguous 
counties  only.  If  anyone  would  like  a 
copy  of  this  mutual  aid  agreement, 
contact  Jim  Kraft. 

-  Jim  Anderson  - 
******************* 

DISTRICT  IV  HIGHLIGHTS 

District  IV  welcomes  Rosebud  and 
Treasure  Counties  as  two  additional 
counties  in  District  IV. 

District  IV  will  have  its  next 
coordinators  meeting  in  Miles  City  at 
the  EOC,  9:00  a.m.,  January  22,  1987. 

Also,  please  remember  District  IV 
Quarterly  Reports  are  due  to  the 
District  Office  in  Miles  City  by 
January  10,  1987. 

I  do  not  have  any  news  items  written 
by  coordinators  in  District  IV,  so  I 
offer  the  following  items  for  your 
consideration.  In  the  last  three 
months,  I  have  had  an  increasing 
number  of  Boards  of  Commissioners  and 


individual  commissioners  advise  me 
they  were  not  aware  of  the  contents 
of  the  "Local  Government  Disaster 
Information  Manual,"  or  that  the 
"Legal  Authorities  Manual"  was 
included  in  "The  Orange  Book."  I 
have  continued  to  advise  Commission- 
ers of  the  general  contents  of  this 
book  and  suggest  to  them  that  they 
could  ask  the  county  coordinator  to 
review  the  "LGDIM"  with  them.  In  two 
cases,  commissioners  asked  if  they 
might  copy  the  Force  Account  forms 
and  use  them  on  a  daily  basis,  they 
indicated  they  had  been  looking  for 
this  type  of  form  for  some  time. 
Yes,  the  forms  may  be  copied,  if 
desired. 

Commissioners  have  been  asking 
questions  about  how  their  actions 
might  affect  surrounding  counties  and 
have  discussed  examples  of  how  the 
actions  of  surrounding  counties  have 
an  affect  on  them.  Primarily,  their 
discussions  in  this  regard  have 
centered  around  alerting,  warning  and 
damage  assessment,  and  perhaps  were 
precipitated  by  the  realization 
that  individual  entity  disaster  or 
emergency  alerts,  warnings,  reports 
and  declarations  have  an  overall 
influence  on  local  response  and  does 
influence  other  agencies  capability 
to  respond  to  a  request  or  to 
coordinate  joint  activities. 

If  you  have  a  new  city  or  county 
official  taking  office  the  first  of 
the  year,  you  have  an  excellent 
opportunity  to  discuss  your  program. 
If  you  need  some  assistance  in  plan- 
ning or  support  in  this  meeting,  let 
me  know,  I  should  be  able  to  assist. 

Leonard  F.  Smith  of  the  Miles  City 
Fire  Department  has  completed  a 
"Brief  Regional  Survey  of  Hazardous 
Material"  in  a  multi-county  area 
around  Custer  County.  The  format 
used  was  put  together  by  Mr.  Smith 
and   could   provide  some  valuable 
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information  to  any  one  attempting  to 
put  together  a  report  on  types  of 
hazardous  material  which  might  be 
encountered  in  a  given  area. 

This  report  follows  the  format  of 
"Common  Hazardous  Materials  Listed  by 
Occupancy."  If  you  need  further 
information,  let  me  know  or  contact 
Leonard  Smith. 

Charles  Cassidy  (Daniels  County)  has 
been  ill  and  underwent  major  surgery 
in  Billings  -  Glad  to  have  you  back 
Charles! 

For  you  computer  buffs,  are  you 
aware  that  numerous  chemical /material 
data  bases  are  available  24  hours  a 
day  that  might  be  of  some  assistance? 
For  your  information  and  with  no 
endorsement,  I  will  send  you  the 
addresses  and  phone  numbers  of  seven 
data  bases.  Chemtrec  is  one  data  base 
on-line  for  computers. 

I  have  had  some  very  positive  com- 
ments from  people  outside  of  the 
immediate  emergency  management  field 
about  the  exercises  we  have  been 
having;  including  the  NAWAS  exercise 
in  November.  These  exercises  may  in 
part  be  responsible  for  the  several 
telephone  calls  I  have  received  from 
radio  stations  asking  about  exercis- 
ing the  Local  Emergency  Broadcast 
System  (EBS).  Some  radio  stations 
have  indicated  a  concern  about  the 
radio  link  between  the  radio  station 
and  Emergency  Operating  Centers.  One 
station  has  picked  up  the  EOC  radio 
and  is  repairing  their  system  to  make 
sure  this  link  is  up  and  operational. 
Each  coordinator  might  ask,  "When  was 
the  last  time  contact  was  made  with 
the  local  radio  station?"  and,  if 
there  is  a  radio  link,  "When  was  the 
last  time  it  was  exercised  under  sim- 
ulated or  real  emergency  conditions?" 


I  KNOW  SOMETHING  GOOD  ABOUT  YOU 

Wouldn't  this  old  world  be  better 
If  the  folks  we  met  would  say  — 
"I  know  something  good  about  you!" 
And  treat  you  just  that  way! 

Wouldn't  it  be  fine  and  dandy 
If  each  handclasp,  fond  and  true. 
Carried  with  it  this  assurance  — 
"I  know  something  good  about  you!" 

Wouldn't  life  be  lots  more  happy 
If  the  good  that's  in  us  all 
Were  the  only  thing  about  us 
That  folks  bothered  to  recall. 

Wouldn't  life  be  lots  more  happy 
If  we  praised  the  good  we  see? 
For  there's  such  a  lot  of  goodness 
In  the  worst  of  you  and  me. 

Wouldn't  it  be  nice  to  practice 
That  fine  way  of  thinking  too? 
You  know  something  good  about  me, 
I  know  something  good  about  you. 
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Last  of  all,  to  those  three 
counties  who  asked  for  assistance  in 
putting  together  their  exercise, 
let's  try  again  soon. 

My  thanks  to  all  of  you  who  help 
make  this  a  better  end  of  the  State 
to  live  in. 

-  Norman  Parrent  - 

******************* 
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